
10 1 18 Parent Meeting 

Attendees: Kerry Molina, Loren Goodman, Renate & Roy Ruschke, Brett Pasternak, Wally Mattner, 
Sheryl & Jaime Beedy, Daniela Folker, Brian Pulver, Kurt Fenzel, Jon Wong, Angie Parise 

Kerry opened the meeting and reviewed WRSA’s purpose and mission. This information was presented 
at the previous Parent’s Meeting as well.  

Student, Mentor and Coach Reports 

Dominic is on the Software sub-team. The sub-team is working on refining their understanding of Java 
and going over more complex concepts of programing.  

Sarah is on the Electrical sub-team. The sub-team is working on soldering and wiring. They are also 
trying to bring older robots back to life for future demos.  

Mackenzie is on the Mechanical sub-team and they are working through CAD tutorials to learn the 
program, which will help them design robot parts. They will be moving onto designing parts such as the 
drive base that can be cut on CNC machine.  

Kristin is on the Communications sub-team. They are helping with the website design and content 
development, and they have been shooting and editing videos shot at competitions and practices. They 
are writing an essay for the Chairman’s award that will be presented at competitions. They are also 
writing weekly blogs for the website. Please check them out.  

Nick is a mentor with the Mechanical sub-team. He went to Iowa State and has been working about a 
year and four months. He is a mechanical design engineer. He was looking for a team to mentor and 
found WildStang. He is teaching the sub-team how to use Solidworks, which is a program that many of 
the mentors use in their jobs. They are also going to be designing fixtures and guards for the CNC 
machine.  

Jon reported that the Team is officially in for the Midwest Competition. This week they will be applying 
to Peoria, Milwaukee, or Lacrosse competitions. The hope is to get into the LaCrosse competition. 
Milwaukee is over Spring Break, so it would be the last choice of the team. Jon introduced Angie Briese 
who is a teacher at Elk Grove. She will be helping team this year. 

Kurt said there is another trade show happening on October 17th. It is the PACK Expo and is at 
McCormick Place. They will be doing a demo with 10-12 students at the show. The next opportunity for 
the team to do robot demos is Tuesday, October 23rd. It is the Assembly Show at the Rosemont 
Convention Center 4-7pm. All the students are now on a sub-team and are continuing to work towards 
being ready for build season. 

Season 

Now until December, Monday nights are class. If there is ever a question, check website for any updates 
regarding if class is on or off. The team is working on the robot for demos and are working toward the 
VEX competition, which is the first weekend in December.  Late November there will be an FLL 
scrimmage. First Saturday in January is the kickoff meeting. Then it is 6 weeks to design and build the 
robot. 



 

WRSA Financial Goals 

Raise $20K to balance budget, fund equipment and travel needs. Moved away this year from kids selling 
things model. Focus is on fundraisers. Funds will pay for mentor travel and meals. WRSA would like to be 
in a position financially to subsidize student travel costs and add college scholarships. 

Dine and Donate: 2nd Tuesday of every month. Noodles Inc. is this month’s restaurant, and the date is 
10/9. 25% of the proceeds go to the team. We received $254 from our last Dine and Donate. We really 
need the parents and students to participate and promote these events. The date is on the website 
calendar. Please get the word out! 

Amazon Smile is another way to shop and also direct money to the Team. Pick charity (WRSA) and shop 
and a percentage of what is spent goes to WRSA. Link to this program is on WildStang.org. 

Would like to start a Scrip program, and we need someone to assist the Board with this program. 

Parents and students will work the concessions at the VEX, usually in December, or FLL competition. 
Parent assistance is very helpful.  

There are grants out there that can be applied to for the Team. The Board needs a grant writer to assist 
with this. Any help or ideas would be appreciated. 

Sponsorship 

Brett discussed the program. We have several levels for sponsorship detailing what is included for your 
donation. 

Brett made some contacts at IMTS show that appear to be promising for solicitation for sponsorship. 

Northrup Grumman has grants, hoping to obtain one. 

Chris Bulat has a ton of contacts in his industry. We will be talking with him to get some introductions 
into machining community. 

We have our first two new sponsors - Av-Tec And European Painting & Decorating 

Always looking for industry contacts. Please give us any information you have, and we will follow up. 

Parent Involvement 

Want to make sure to provide you with team and WRSA communication. Looking for people with 
interest and skills for Board. We are looking for small commitments from many people, so that no one 
person gets overcommitted or overwhelmed. We need people for grant writing, scrip program, running 
spirit wear, PR blog posts and press releases. 

Please support the Amazon Smile and Dine and Donate programs. 

The team could use Demo support on 10/17 and 10/25. 

 


